Hingtﬁen, Robert J

From: Kara Bush <karajbush@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 17, 2014 4:42 AM

To: Hingtgen, Robert J

Subject: Re: PDS2012-3910-120005, Soitec Solar Development Draft PEIR -- Extension of Public

Review Period to March 3, 2014

http://www.thewire.com/national/2014/02/nevadas-massive-solar-plant-death-ray-birds/358244/

On Feb 11, 2014 3:38 PM, "Hingtgen, Robert J" <Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov> wrote:

Everyone,

This email is also being sent to many email addresses on blind carbon copy. Many of you will also
receive a hard copy of the following notice in the mail.

The notice is also anticipated to be published in the Union Tribune on either Wednesday or Thursday
this week.

Thank you,

Robert Hingtgen, Planner I
Planning & Development Services
5510 Overland Ave., Suite 310
San Diego, CA 92123

M.S. O-650

Tel - (858) 694-3712
email - robert.hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov

SOITEC SOLAR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT EXTENDED
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD, LOG NO. PDS2012-3910-120005 (ER); 3800-12-010 (GPA); TIERRA
DEL SOL, 3300-12-010 (MUP); 3600-12-005 (REZ); 3921-77-046-01 (AP); RUGGED SOLAR, 3300-
12-007 (MUP); SCH NO. 2012121018.



On January 2, 2014 a Notice of Availability was issued for the Draft Program Environmental Impact
Report (Draft PEIR) for the proposed Soitec Solar Development Project that set a 45-day public
comment period that was to end on February 17, 2014. The County is extending the public comment
period for the Draft PEIR by 14 days. Comments on the Draft PEIR will now be accepted through
Monday, March 3, 2014 until 4:00 P.M. The Draft PEIR will continue to be available for review on
the County’s website at http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds/ceqa public_review.html, and at the Campo-
Morena Village Library and Jacumba Library, located at 31356 Highway 94, Campo, CA 91906, and
44605 Old Hwy. 80, Jacumba, CA 91934, respectively. For additional information, please contact
Robert Hingtgen at (858) 694-3712 or by e-mail at Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov.
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Heliostats reflect sunlight onto boilers in towers during the grand opening of the [vanpah Solar Electric Generating System in
the Mojave Desert near the California-Nevada border February 13, 2014. (REUTERS/STEVE MARCUS)

Last week, the largest solar energy plant in the

world opened in California's Mojave Desert and GEEUISIRLESE oM

_ The Wire
things are already taking a not-so-unexpected
turn for the worse.
The $2.2 billion Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating
System is made up of three massive generators, I~ Today's Five Best
and covers about 5 square miles of land close to - C°|um,ns

Today's News
the California-Nevada border. Ivanpah is on ¥ | want to receive
. . . updates from partners

federal land, but is owned by private companies, and sponsors.
including NRG Energy, BrightSource Energy and GO
Google. Brightsource earned a coveted $1.6 billion
federal grant to invest in the project. The plant is MOST POPULAR

designed to power 140,000 homes with nearly 400
megawatts of energy — a possible game changer
in the clean energy sphere. Though the plant did
not formally open until last week, it began
producing energy last year.
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Last week, Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz offered A Definitive Ranking of the
high praise for the plant in a dedication speech. ¥\</orst Siilld Sharaetersen
He said: SHARE

The Ivanpah project is a shining

example of how America is becoming a

world leader in solar energy. As the

president made clear in the State of the

Union, we must continue to move Tom Cruise Has Kidnapped

toward a cleaner energy economy, and Laura Prepon’s Heart

this project shows that building a clean 2HARE

energy economy creates jobs, curbs
greenhouse gas emissions, and fosters

American innovation.

Naturally, he didn't mention anything about how
Edward Snowden Makes

Surprise Guest Appearance
at Putin Q&A

SHARE

the project also functions as an avian death trap.

A Brief History of Fast
Food's Greatest
Innovations

. SHARE

Authorities were all aware that birds cannot
withstand the furnace-like heat generated by the
unprecedented collection of solar panels.

Unfortunately, the 350,000 energy-culling mirrors
make the whole think look like a glittering oasis,
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luring birds to the area, where they are burned to
death in the searing heat.

The Wall Street Journalreported last week that

California's energy commission urged
BrightSource to steer clear of tower-based solar
farms like Ivanpah in future projects because of
their cost and effects on wildlife:

The BrightSource system appears to be
scorching birds that fly through the
intense heat surrounding the towers,
which can reach 1,000 degrees
Fahrenheit. The company, which is
based in Oakland, Calif,, reported
finding dozens of dead birds at the
Ivanpah plant over the past several
months, while workers were testing the
plant before it started operating in
December. Some of the dead birds
appeared to have singed or burned
feathers, according to federal biologists
and documents filed with the state
Energy Commission.

Portland to Flush Reservoir
After Teen Uses It as a
Toilet

SHARE

Missouri Mayor Describes
Anti-Semitic Killer as a
'Friendly' Guy He 'Kind of
Agreed' With

SHARE

The Hallmark Channel
Offended Its Christian
Viewership By Refusing to
Take the Lord's Name in
Vain

SHARE

Canadian Teen Is the First
Hacker Arrested for
Exploiting Heartbleed

SHARE
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Facebook's 'Great

Injured bird. BrightSource Energy Unbundling' Will Make It

Easier to Ignore the Noise
This is not the first environmental concern (and Lame Friends)
connected to the plant, which previously came SHARE

under fire for displacing desert tortoises with the
solar towers. Bloomberg Businessweek reported
back in 2012 on the tension between the project's

green ambitions and not-so-green execution:

Early on, the project gained green cred
from the Sierra Club and Natural
Resources Defense Council. That was
before its 45-story towers began rising
from a 3,500-acre dry lake bed in
California, uprooting scores of desert
tortoises from their burrows, far more
than federal wildlife officials had
estimated.

BrightSource took steps to protect the animals,
spending $56 million to relocate tortoise

populations.
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According to the Los Angeles Times, it was a

Sisyphean effort, with some tortoises run over by
vehicles, hatchlings attacked by killer ants and
others picked up by predatory eagles. Now,
evidence of bird deaths is mounting. According to
a monthly compliance report on the project by the

California Energy Commission, nearly one dozen
birds were found dead or injured, many with
singed wings, while the site was being tested in
November. Long-term effects are unknown, but
this number of fatalities was apparently higher
than expected, per the WSJ. Then again, 11 birds
month might be an acceptable cost for all that
renewable power.

Or maybe not? Not only is the ambitious project
beleaguered by animal-killing concerns, but some
analysts are saying it's just too expensive for the
end result. On its website, BrightSource boasts

"next-generation solar field design,” that relies on
solar energy instead of fossil fuels or nuclear

power. The company lists benefits like "more
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reliable and consistent power output than
intermittent renewable resources, and "increased
production capability through thermal energy
storage and hybridization with fossil fuels."

The New York Times, however, wrote last week

that the project is already outdated:

Since the project began, the price of
rival technologies has plummeted,
incentives have begun to disappear and
the appetite among investors for
mammoth solar farms has waned.
Although several large, new projects
have been coming online in recent
months — many in the last quarter of
2013 — experts say fewer are beginning
construction and not all of those under

development will be completed.

Tech research analyst Matthew Feinstein told the
Timesthat "I don't think we're going to see large-
scale solar thermal plants popping up, five at a
time, every year in the U.S. in the long-term — it's
just not the way it's going to work." Sounds like
the birds may actually win this one.
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